DNA cloning, vols 1  Edited by D. Glover IRL press; Oxford, 1985 190 pages. £13.50 each or £25 for both volumes by Hastie, NicholasD.
Volume 204, number I FEBS 3931 August 1986 
Book Reviews 
DNA Cloning, Vols I & 2 
Edited by D. Glover 
IRL Press; Oxford, 1985 
Vol.1 190 pages; Vol.2 245 pages. f13.50 each or f25 for both volumes 
As with calculators and computers the threat of imminent obsolescence hangs inevitably over any book or 
manual dealing with techniques in molecular cloning. The acknowledged reference work in this area, the 
bible, so to speak is the Cold Spring Harbor Manual by Maniatis et al. Though published in 1982 the majori- 
ty of information and protocols in this manual are still valid and in widespread use. However, the sections 
dealing with vectors, approaches to cDNA cloning and immunological screening are now out of date. In 
addition, there is little in this manual pertaining to cloning in eukaryotic systems or prokaryotes other than 
E. coli. Recently sophisticated methods have been developed for mutating the sequence of interest in vitro. 
These techniques are not presented in the Cold Spring Harbor publication. We must welcome volumes 1 
and 2 of DNA cloning, a practical approach which covers most satisfactorily new developments in these 
areas. These 2 volumes are edited by David Glover who has already written an excellent and widely-read 
introductory text to the theory of recombinant DNA and its uses. Glover’s introduction states that these 
books are meant not to supplant but to extend and complement he Maniatis manual. They succeed in doing 
this admirably, though as I will discuss below there are a few surprising omissions. 
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1 deals almost exclusively with methods for cloning into E. coli, the specific contents are as 
The use of phage lambda replacement vectors in the construction of representative genomic 
DNA libraries. K. Kaiser and N.E. Murray. 
Constructing and screening cDNA libraries in X gtl0 and X gtll. T.V. Huynh, R.A. Young and 
R.W. Davis. 
An alternative procedure for synthesising double-stranded cDNA for cloning in phage and 
plasmid vectors. C. Watson and J.F. Jackson. 
Immunological detection of chimeric ,&galactosidases expressed by plasmid vectors. M. 
Koenen, H.W. Griesser and B. Muller-Hill. 
The pEMBL family of single-stranded vectors. L. Dente, M. Sollazzo, C. Baldari, G. Cesareni 
and R. Cortese. 
Techniques for transformation of E. co/i. D. Hanahan. 
The use of genetic markers for the selection and the allelic exchange of in vitro induced muta- 
tions that do not have a phenotype in E. coli. G. Cesareni, C. Traboni, G. Ciliberto, L. Dente 
and R. Cortese. 
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